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NYK GROUP COMMENCES REGULAR SERVICE TO PORT FREEPORT 

 

FREEPORT, TX (May 16, 2022) – Port Freeport is pleased to announce that NYK Line 

made its initial port call to Port Freeport signifying the start of regular service to the Port. 

Headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, NYK Line is a market leader in RoRo shipping and vehicle 

logistics, managing the distribution of cars, trucks, rolling equipment and breakbulk cargoes.  

  “We are excited to welcome NYK Line to Port Freeport and look forward to this new 

partnership,” said Phyllis Saathoff, Executive Director and CEO. “The Port’s proximity and 

efficiency to regional and global markets combined with room for expansion makes Port Freeport 

a strategic hub for vehicle imports and exports.” 

As the world’s largest RoRo shipping Line, NYK has an extensive global network and 

operating the largest Roll On / Roll Off (RoRo) fleet worldwide. With more than 136 years 

shipping experience, NYK is trusted to safely carry more than 3 million cars to destinations across 

the globe every year. 

NYK Lines’ OPAL LEADER made its initial voyage to Freeport on Saturday, April 23rd 

and discharged OEM vehicle units and high & heavy cargo. The service will call foreign ports in 

Mexico, Panama, Colombia and Brazil and will call Port Freeport monthly. 

We are honored that NYK Line has chosen Port Freeport as its home for its U.S. Gulf 

Operations,” said John Hoss Port Freeport Commission Chairman. “This new RoRo service means 

more good-paying jobs for the men and women in our local community.” 

Port Freeport is a leading port in the export of crude oil and natural gas liquids and ranked 

6th in chemicals, 11th in foreign waterborne tonnage, and 26th in containers.  A 2019 Economic 
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Impact Study by Texas A&M Transportation Institute revealed that, nationally, the Freeport 

Harbor Channel generates 279,780 jobs and has a total economic output of $149 billion. Port 

Freeport serves Atlantic Container Lines, AMPORTS, BASF, Chiquita Fresh N.A., CEMEX,  

Dole Fresh Fruit, The Dow Chemical Company, Enterprise Products, ExxonMobil, Freeport LNG, 

Glovis, Grimaldi Lines, Hoegh Autoliners, Kirby Marine, Liberty Global Logistics, Mammoet, 

MEGlobal, NYK, Phillips 66, Riviana Foods, Inc., Sallaum Lines, Tenaris, U.S Department of 

Energy, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, and Vulcan Materials Company. 

Port Freeport is committed to keeping the local community informed of our operations and 

results. If you have questions or comments about this article, please email or call Tricia Vela, 

Public Affairs Assistant. 
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PHOTO CUTLINE: NYK Line M/V OPAL LEADER docked at Port Freeport. 

 

 


